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REPORT AND REFLE CTIONS : THE S I XTH ALL-CHRISTIAN PEACE ASSEMBLY 
AND THE WAY THERE 
RICHARD HOUGH-ROSS 
Ri chard Hough-Ros s  (United Church of C h r i s t )  i s  
p a s t o r  o f  a U n i t e d  C hurch in Norwi ch , Vermon t .  
He i s  also the president o f  the "US-USSR B ridge s 
for P e a ce , "  whi ch i s  a ci t i z e n ' s p r oj e c t f o r  
Ameri can-S ovie t  dialogue . 
During t he period f rom �une 25 t hrough July 9, 1 985, I had t he 
o p p o r tuni t y  t o  t ake p a r t  i n  s e ve r a l  me e t i n g s  i n  t he GDR ( E a s t  
Ge rmany)  and C z e chos l ov ak i a .  I we n t  i n  p a r t  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t he 
Un i t e d  Chu r ch B o a rd f o r  W o r l d  Mini s t ries (UCBWM) , and in part on 
behalf of C h r i s t i a n s  A s s o c i a t e d  f o r  Re l a t i on s hi p s  W i t h  E a s t e rn 
E u r o pe ( GAREE ) .  GAREE i s  affiliated wi th the National Council of 
Chur che s .  D u r i n g  t he s e  two we e k s  I was in P o t s d a m , L e i p z i g , 
Torgau , and P rague . 
POTSDAM 
I a r r iv e d  i n  P o t s d am late in t he day on June 2 6 , and was me t 
at the t rain s t ation by Rev .  S t ephan Flade of the EKU ( Evangelische 
Ki rche der Union ) .  He is a 34-ye a r  o l d  p a s t o r  i n  t h e  B a b e l s b e r g  
s e c t i o n  o f  P o t s d am .  I wa s p r i v i l e g e d  t o  be his gue s t  during my 
s t ay. Such opportuni t ie s  to  live in the home s of our counte rparts 
in o t h e r  coun t r i e s  is a h i g h l i g h t  of t r av e l l i ng .  T he s ense of 
part icipat ing in dally life adds a ri chne ss o f  human con t a c t  t h a t  
i s  inva luable .  
The  P o t s d am p r o g r am had b e e n  d e v i s e d  b y  a r e a  chu r ches who 
res ponded to an invitat ion to take part in commemo r a t i n g  t he 4 0 t h  
anni ve r s a r y  o f  t h e P o t s d am Ag r e e m e n t  t h r o ug h  p l a n n i ng a "peace 
program" focussed on the current s i t ua t i o n  of  E a s t / We s t  t e ns i o n .  
The underlying no t i on was t o  recall the spirit o f  cooperat ion i n  a 
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common c a u s e  ( i f o n l y  o u t  o f  n e ce s s i t y ) t ha t  h ad a n i m a t e d  the 
Al lied Powers the US , USSR , France , and England - in formula ting 
t he outl ine for the adminis t rat ion of a devas tated E uro p e  a f t e r  WW 
I I . He n ce , t h e  o rg a n i z e r s  of t h i s  P o t s d am m e e t i ng had invited 
repre sentat ive s f rom chu r ch e s  i n  the f o u r  n a t i o n s  who had b e e n  
a l l i e d  i n  1 9 4 5 .  T h e r e  w a s o n e  g u e s t  f rom e a ch o f  t he f ou r  
coun t rie s :  f rom Fran c e , a P ro t e s t an t  p a s t o r  n a m e d  J e a n-J a cq u e s  
H e i t z ;  f ro m  E ng l and , Mi cha e l  Ro s e  - a r e t i red d iplomat forme rly 
wi t h  the . B ri t ish Counci l  of Churche s ; f rom the USSR , F r. Davidov , a 
Russian Or thodox pri e s t  represent i ng t h e  M o s cow P a t r i a r c ha t e  and 
the European E xa r chate ; and myself f rom the us. 
The program began wi th an informal lun cheon on June 27. There 
w e , w h o  w e r e  g u e s t s  · o f  t h e P o t s d a m  " K i r c h e n k r e i s " had t he 
o pportuni t y  t o  mee t  one anothe r ,  and key o rgani zers of the mee t ing. 
A l e ad i ng l a y  p a r t i c i p a n t f r o m  P o t s d a m w a s  H e l m u t  D o m k e , a 
phys i c i s t . Af t e r  l un c h ,  we t o u r e d  t he C e ci l i e nhof , whe r e  t he 
actual mee t ings of the All ied Powe rs had taken place in 1 945 . 
That evening we s h a r e d  a l i g h t  s u p pe r a s  gue s t s  o f  a n  a r e a  
chur ch , t h e n  t o ok p a r t  i n  a n  e cume n i c a l  wo r s h i p  s e rvice a t  the 
Friedenski r che. E a ch o f  us who we r e  g ue s t s  we r e  a s ke d  t o  b r i ng 
three-minute gre e t ings. 
J une 2 8 ,  marke d the b e g i nn i ng of t he "meat"  of t he program. 
Throughout that day we me t in a s ma l l  g r ou p  o f  a b o u t  1 2  p e r s on s , 
who s e  f a ci l i t a t o r  was He r r  Domke. Our goal was to come up with 
s ome kind of j oint s t a t e m e n t. The i n t e r change was i n t e r e s t in g , 
t h o u g h  a s  i s  o f t e n  t h e c a s e  w h e n  t h e r e  i s  a n  o f f i c i a l  
represent a t i v e  o f  a chur ch ( i. e. the  Rus s i a n O r t ho d o x ) , o n l y  a 
3 7  
r e l a t iv e l y  b l and , " l owe s t  common denominator" s tatement is  apt  t o  
be produced . S ince I was unable to  take pa r t  i n  t he c on t i n u a t i o n  
o f  d e l i b e ra t ions  o n  S at urday ( due t o  m y  departure for Leipzig ) ,  I 
do not know the ultimate out come of this process . 
I n  t h e e v e n i n g , a " p r e s i d i u m "  w a s  h e l d , t o  w h i c h  a l l  
i n t e r e s t e d  m e m b e r s  of  a r e a  chu r che s w e r e  i nv i t e d . A b o u t  1 0 0  
pers ons turned out for the two-hour program , whi ch was mode rated b y  
a n  area pas tor named Ulli S chult z .  Each o f  u s  who were gue s t s  made 
brief pre sentat ions , a f t e r  wh i ch t he a ud i e n ce had t he cha n ce t o  
ques tion us . 
B e s i d e s  t h i s  f o rm a l  s chedu l e , t h e r e  were  opportuni t i e s  for 
i nformal conve rsat ion wi th the Flade s , the S chul t z e s , and o t he r s . 
For me , the mos t valuable part of the e xpe rience ove rall was s e eing 
t he GDR f i r s t ha nd , and be ing able to  ask fellow pas tors wh�t life 
wa s l ike for them . My g e n e r a l  i mp r e s s i o n i s  t h a t  t h e  GDR i s  
e conomi ca l l y  p r o s pe rous i n  t he E a s t e rn E u r o p e a n  co n t e xt . I t s  
churchfolk seem t o  have wh a t  t he y  c a l l  " S p i e l raum" ( ma n e uv e r i n g  
r o o m )  v i s - a-vis the gove rnment.  The y are forthright i n  d i s cuss ing 
their  res t rict ions and opportuni t i e s .  
LE IPZIG/TORGAU 
On June 29 , I was driven to the t rain s t a t i on n e a r  B e r l i n  t o  
m e e t a d e l e g a t i o n  o f  m e mb e r s  o f  t he C h r i s t i a n  P e a ce Confe rence 
( CP C )  and of GAREE ( in t he case of t he Ame r i cans , s i n c e  1 9 6 8 , U S  
p a r t i ci p an t s  in CPC act ivi ties have not been fo rmal membe rs of the 
o rgan i z a t i on ) . T h e r e  we r e  p e r s o n s  f r om t he N e t h e r l a nd s , E a s t  
G e rma n y ,  We s t  G e rma n y ,  t h e  S ov i e t  U n i o n , and the US . All o f  us 
w e re gu e s t s  of  t he GDR R e g i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e C P C f o r  a 
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p r e l i m i na r y  s em i n a r  b e i ng h e l d  i n  L e i p z i g before the S i xt h  All­
£hr i s t ian Peace Assembly. 
The t ime in Leipzig also provided signi f i cant intera c tion with 
"grass-roo t s "  church p e o p l e  in a l o ca l  chu r.ch . T h rougho u t  E a s t  
G e rm a n y  t he r e  a r e  1 2  local congregat ions aff iliated formally  wi th 
the CPC ' s  GDR Regional Commi t te e .  One of  t h e s e ,  the G n a d e nki r che 
( Grace Church), was our hos t  in Leipzig . The Leipzig s eminar began 
o n  S a t u r d a y  w i t h  a n  a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n  a t  t h e  G n ad e nki r che . 
Add r e s s e s  we r e  g i v e n  b y  A l i ce W im e r  o f  t he U S  ( c hai r p e r s o n  of  
GAREE ) and  D r .  G e r ha rd B a s s a rak o f  t he DDR, among othe r s .  That 
evening a large re ce pt ion was held.  
The theme o f  t he L e i p z i g s em i na r w a s  a l s o  o r i e n t e d  a r o und 
E a s t / We s t  r e co n c i l i a t i o n .  S u n d a y  mo r n i ng, J un e  30,  t he entire 
s eminar group t rave lled t o  T o rg au, t h e  r e l a t iv e l y  s m a l l  ( 2 0 , 0 00 
p o pu l a t i o n )  t own o n  t he E l be r iv e r whe r e  U S  and  S ov i e t  f o r ce s  
linked up in the final days of WW I I .  There a worship s ervi ce was 
he ld i n  t h e  M a r i e nk i r ch e  ( bu r i a l  p l a ce o f  Martin Luthe r ' s  wife, 
Ka t e r i ne ) .  J o a ch i m  Rogge,  who j u s t  t h e  n i g ht b e f o r e  had  b e e n  
ele cted bishop of the Gorli t z  Landeski rche of t he EKU, pre a ched the 
s e rmon . T own of f i c i a ls f rom Torgau later  re ce ived the delegat ion 
for  a mea l .  Prior to that  event our group whi ch, a g a i n, i n c l uded 
S o v i e t  a n d  US r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  v i s i t e d t h e m o num e n t  which 
commemorated t he 1 9 45  E l be link-up of  A l l i e d t ro o p s . P r a ye r  was 
o f f e re d  and f l owe r s  - p l a c e d  at t he monum e n t .  We then went on to 
v i s i t  the grave s i t e  of  Joe P awlowsky, t he US c i t i z e n  who had b e e n  
a m o n g  t h e  t ro o p s  a t  t he E l b e l i nk-up wit h  Soviet  force s, and who 
remembered t he " O a t h  a t  t h e  E l be . "  I n  t h a t  o a t h, Ame r i can and 
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Sovie t soldie rs swore f riend ship to  one anot he r. Be fore his d ea t h ,  
Pawlowsky reque s t ed that he b e  inte rred in Torgau , a s  an e f f o r t  t o  
commemo ra t e  t h a t  w a r t ime U S -S ov i e t  e xp e r i e n ce o f  e xaltat ion i n  
common serv i ce. H i s  h o pe wa s t h a t  h i s  g e s t u r e  w o u l d  be  a s t e p  
t owards  cal l i ng b a ck to the public  mind the fact that the U S  and 
the USSR had worked t o ge t he r ,  t he r e b y  he l p i ng c r e a t e  a mood i n  
whi ch such coo p e r a t i o n  could a g a i n  b e come more  l ik e l y. A t  his 
graves ide , prayers were offered , and t he S ov i e t and US d e l e g a t e s  
emb raced. 
We then ret urned to Le ipzig on our buses. That evening the re 
was a "cookout" with folk and chu r ch mus i c  and g r i l l e d  b r a twu r s t  
w i t h  t he cong r e g a t ion o f  t he Gn adenkirche. I t  was an imp re ssive 
congregat ion , wi th many young people , animat ed and at home in t he 
chu r ch bu i l d i ng. I was s t ruck whe n  a t e e nage r felt comfor table 
enough in the church t o  take me up t o  view the cent urie s-old organ 
wh i c h had j us t  b e e n  re s t o re d , and e v e n to p l a y  a b i t  on i t  
though he was not the o r g an i s t  h i m s e l f . T h i s  i s  a chu r ch who s e  
b a p t i s m a l  f o n t  was i n s t a l l e d  ci rca 1 2 00 A. D. ! The evening e nded 
with an impromptu organ concert  by t he church ' s actual organis t. 
PRAGUE 
Mond a y , J u l y  1 ,  our d e l e g a t i o n  t r av e l l e d o n  t o  P r a g u e , 
Cze choslovaki a ,  by train. During the days to come , we would all  be 
taking part in the VIth Al l-Chris t ian Peace Assembly. 
The Assembly began on the evening of the 2nd , with an ope ning 
wo rship se rvi ce. All s e s s i on s  of  t he A s s emb l y  we re he l d  i n  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  P a l a ce , a r e ce n t l y-bui l t  s t r u c t u r e  of e n o rmous s i z e . 
Wh i l e  the  A s s e m b l y  i n c l u d e d  o v e r 6 0 0  d e l e g a t e s , v i s i t o r s , 
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j ou r n a l i s t s , and " a ccompanyi n g  pe rsons, " we occupied barel y  one­
q uarte r of this impress ive faci l i t y. Midday and evening meals were 
also taken wi thin the C u l t u r a l  P a l a ce. T h i s m e a n t  t h a t  on mos t 
days we were there f rom about 9 : 00 A. M. through 1 0 : 00 P. M. 
T h e  reg u l a r  p r o g ram o f  t h e  A s s embly began on July 3 .  I had 
been a sked t o  p r e p a r e  t he o p e n i ng " B i b l e  s t ud y" o n  t he " ch o o s e  
l i f e "  t heme  t ak e n  f ro m  Deu te ronomy 3 0 : 1 9. The twin themes of  the 
ACPA were "God Calls : Choose Life ! The Hour I s  Late ! "  and " I  came 
t hat the y might have life , and have i t  abundantly. "  ( John 1 0 :  l Ob) 
I t  s e e m e d  a p p ro p r i a t e  to e xtend the not ion of  B ible s t ud y  i n  this 
con t e x t  t o  b e come a n  a c t ua l  w o r s h i p  s e rv i ce. He n c e ,  i t  a l s o  
i n c l u d e d  p r a y e r s  a n d  h ymns  - t ak e n  f r o m  a s pe c i a l  hymn book 
pre pared e s pe cially for the ACPA. ( Copies of t he t e xt of t he B ible 
s tudy itself  are avai lable. ) 
The Assembly continued through July 8, all day each day. The 
l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t i o n of t i me was s p e n t  i n  t h e  p l e na r y  s e s s i o n s. 
T h e r e  we r e c e i v e d  g r e e t i n g s  f rom p r o m i n e n t  s t a t e s m e n  ( I  d on ' t  
re call a s ingle gree t ing f rom s t ate swomen, s t ill too ra r e ) .  Among 
t he i r  n um b e r  we r e  Gus t av Hus ak, P r e s i d e n t  o f  the  C z e choslovak 
S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c. I t  w a s c l e a r  t h a t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
C z e cho s l o v a k i a, t h e  A s s e mb l y  w a s  im p o r t a n t . I t  r e ce iv e d  m u ch 
cove rage on te levis ion, and, I suspe ct, in print media t he re , too. 
The plenary sessions were al s o  working sessions. R e s o l u t i o ns 
and l e t t e r s  and a p p e a l s  we r e  p r e p a r e d  b y  a d r af t i ng commi t t e e  
t h r oughout  t h e  week and, we re t h e n  b r o ug h t  t o  t he p l e n a r y  f o r  
r e v i s i o n  a n d  a c t i o n .  O t he r m a t e rials, e s s ent ially re ports, we re 
p roduced by "working commi t tees. " The re we re four of the s e. Each 
4 1  
d e l e g a t e  w a s  a b l e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  o n l y  o n e , s i n ce t he y me t 
simul taneous ly. 
My o w n  w o r k i n g  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  o n  t h e t h e m e  " P e a c e f u l  
Coexistence and Liberat ion. " I had chosen t his one be cause one of 
my inte r e s t s  in the E a s t / We s t  re c o n c i l i a t i o n  w o r k  t h a t  i s  m y  
p r e s e n t  v o c a t i o n  whi ch has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e l e a s i ng f u n d s  
presently spent on military budge t s  f o r  d e v e l o pm e n t  i n  t he T hi rd 
Wo rld ( cons is tently called t he "Two-Thirds World" a t  the Assemb l y) . 
H oweve r, t he working committee  mee t ings proved more to  be a forum 
for the express ion of a p p e a l s  f r om d e l e g a t e s  who had p a r t i cu l a r 
conce rns  o n l y  l o o s e l y  re l a t e d  t o  the theme. An impassioned plea 
from an a rt i culate Palest inian s cho lar, for e xample, e xp r e s s e d hi s 
conv i c t i o n  t h a t  e i t he r  the r e  was " o ne t o o many p e o p l e "  i n  t he 
Midd le E as t, o r  "one too few s t ates. " His fervor and clar i t y  wer e  
moving , even compell ing, but that appeal and others analogous t o  i t  
did not f i t  the format I had e xpe cted o f  substantive dialogue about 
p r a c t i ca l  s t e p s  t h a t  might  be t aken toward s peace ful coexi s te n ce 
and about what i t s  relat ionship with liberation might be. I should 
no t e  t h a t  two p a p e r s  we r e  p r e p a r e d  in adv ance f o r  t h e  w o r k i n g  
s e s s ion. T h i s  was t r ue f o r  the o t he r  t h r ee working ses sions a s  
well. In our own, Phi l ip Oke con cis e l y  made the cas e  f o r  continued 
CPC support of the UN. I n  t he s e cond, a L a t i n  Ame r i can s cho l a r  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  o f  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a a n d  i t s  
consequences for human deve lopment the re. T h e r e  wa s l i t t l e  " f i t "  
be twe en the pape rs and the deliberat ions. 
O v e r a l l , I d i d  n o t  f i nd t h e  f o rmal  s e s s i ons  p a r t i cul a r l y  
reward ing. There we re moments of i n s i g h t  i n t o  the comp l e xi t y  o f  
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t he i n t e rn a t i o n a l  s i t uat ion. I par t i cularl y remember one vote in 
the plenary sess ion in whi ch the Sovie t and U S  d e l e g a t i o ns f ound 
t he m s e l v e s v o t i ng in a g r e e m e n t  agains t both East and We s t  Ge rman 
delega t i on s ; I believe on a motion that  e ss en t i ally mi t i ga t ed s ome 
condemnat ory language dire cted at  the US gove rnment. 
F a r  m o r e  s t imulating were the numerous conversat ions wi t h  the 
f a s cinat ing mix and dive r s i t y  of d e l e g a t e s . C on t a c t s  m a d e  wi t h  
S ov i e t chur chme n ove r  t h e  p a s t two ye a r s  o f  "Bridges f o r  Peace "  
involvement we r e  r e newed  a nd / o r  d e e p e ne d. ( Among t h o s e S ov i e t  
persons I had me t be fore were : Fathe r Alexander Krav chenko , re ctor 
o f  t he O d e s s a  Theologi cal S eminary of the Rus s ian Orthod ox Church; 
Sergei Gordeev, t ranslator  for the E xt e rnal Re lations Department of 
t he M o s cow P a t r i a r c ha t e ;  A r chbi s ho p  P i t i r i m, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 
pu b l i s hi n g  d e p a r t me n t  o f  t he Mo s co w  P a t r i archate ; Ivan Bukat yi, 
s u p e rv i s o r  i n  M i n s k  and B ye l o-Ru s s i a  f o r  t h e A U C E C B ; G e o r g y  
G l u s hi k , a newl y-o rd ained Rus s ian Orthodox pries t ;  Alexe i  B i chkov, 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t he AUCE CB ) .  A no t he r  o p p o r t un i t y  t h a t  w a s  m o s t  
rewarding was the chance t o  mee t  local Czech pas tors. Wi th one of 
these gentlemen, I s t ruck up a wa rm a cq u a i n t a n ce. L o c a l  p a s t o rs 
we re r e c r u i t ed f o r  t h e  A s s e m b l y  t o  a c t  a s  " g o- f e r s ", p a s s  o u t  
p a p e r s ,  r u n  mime og r a p h  m a c h i n e s , e t c. ( I n c i d e n t a l l y, e a c h 
d e l e g a t e ,  b y  m y  e s t i m a t e ,  r e ce i ved roughly 200 shee t s  of printed 
m a t e r i a l  p r o d u c e d  i n  t he c o u r s e  o f  t h e w e e k ; w i t h  o v e r 6 0 0  
delegates in a t te ndance, that  eq uals about 1 20 reams of pape r. All 
o f  this was gene rated by mimeo ma chine. 
S un d a y, J u l y  7, I w a s  a b l e  t o  p r e a c h i n  t he C hu r ch of the 
B re t hren whe re my f riend J a n  was p a s t o r. He a po l og i z e d  f o r  t he 
43  
"small" turnout of about l l S .  I t  was hol iday season, so the usual 
200 at tenders we re about halved. He remarked that he prefe r red t o  
p r e a ch t o  a f u l l  chu r ch, whi ch, appare n t l y, he usuall y  had . The 
age mix was varied, runn i n g  the gamut  f rom chi l d r e n  t h rough t h e  
elde rly. Many young people we re pre s ent. A church s chool operated 
on S u n d a y s  d u r i n g  the  s ch o o l  ye a r, but  was n o t  i n  s e s s i o n i n  
summer. 
Jan and I had wo rked ove r a sermon I had b r oug h t  wi t h  m e ,  s o  
t h a t i t  w a s  s h o r t e ne d  t o  p e r m i t  t ime f o r  t r a n s l a t i o n  wi t ho u t  
running too long. H e  rendered into Czech m y  E n g l i s h. Two o f  t he 
hymns we s ang had t un e s  t h a t  I knew, a s  d id an anthem sung by ' a  
v i s i t i ng B ul g a r i a n  P r o t e s t a n t  d e l e g a t i o n . J a n a n d I a l s o  
dis covered that hi s Chur ch of the B re t hren ( a  minori t y  denomination 
in Cze chos lovakia, wi th about 5000 total  members in the country;  t o  
be  d i s t i ngui s he d  f r om t h e  Church o f  t h e  C z e c h B r e t hren, a much 
l a rg e r  bod y )  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  t h e 1 8 6 0 ' s  b y  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  s e n t  o u t  b y  t h e  Ameri can Board of Commissione rs f o r  
F o r e i g n  M i s s i o n s . T h e  A m e r i c a n  B o a r d  w a s  a p r e d e c e s s o r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  UCBWM. I p r omised J an that I would 
pursue an effort to e s t ablish some f o r m a l  conne ct ion ( wh i c h  ma y, 
f o r  a l l  I know, a l r e a dy exi s t )  be tween the UCC and t he Church o f  
the B re thren i n  Czechos lovakia. 
It was af ter  this se rvi ce, in a conve rsat ion wi t h  a lay member  
of  the church af ter  all  othe rs had le f t, that I received an  insight 
into the dilemma of our Chris t ian b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  v i s-a-v i s  
the s t a t e  i n  C z e cho s l o vakia. Thi s young man rema rked tha t  the 
of f i cial s tate news cove rage of t he Assembly t roubled him, be caus e 
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i t  was e n t i re l y  f o cu s sed on "an t i-Wes t e rn" (NATO and US ) aspe c t s. 
If that was a l l  t h e re was t o  t he A s s e mb l y ,  he s a i d , i t  was n o t  
wo r t h  much. B e cau s e  i t  was o b v i o u s , at l e a s t to h i m , t h a t  a 
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b l a m e  m u s t  r e s t  w i t h  t h e  " E a s t . " A s  t h i s  
conve r s a t i o n  p r og re s s e d , I s aw t ha t  m y  f r i e n d  J a n  was becoming 
s te adi l y  more t roubled b y  t h e  young ma n ' s  wo r d s .  We had a g re e d  
t ha t  I would l u n ch w i t h  Jan and his wi fe , and he prompt l y  whisked 
me ups tairs to the i r  a p a r t me n t  be f o re we had t ime to p u r s ue any 
f u r t h e r  t h e  t heme  t h e  young man had r a i s e d. He r e , I believe I 
witnessed in mi cro cosm t he painful resolut ion in one small incident 
of the tens ion be tween t ruth and p r agma t i s m  t h a t r e p e a t e d l y  mu s t  
c o n f r o n t  f a i t h f u l  C h r i s t i a n  p e r s o n s  i n  s i t u a t i o ns whe r e i n  a 
gove rnment res t ricts  the s cope and nat ure of public  u t t e r a n c e .  My 
he a r t  w e n t  o u t  t o  b o t h  t h e  young man i n  h i s  d i s t r e s s  at  one­
s idedne s s , and to my colleague Jan in his dis t ress  a t  hearing about 
and fee ling compe lled to terminate a conve rs a t i on a b o u t  t ha t  one­
s idednes s. 
T h i s  t heme  o f  " on e - s i dedness "  deserves more comment. One of 
my own mo s t  s i g ni f i ca n t  l e a r n i n g s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e 
A s s e m b l y  was g a i n e d  t hrough conve rsat ion wi th a young Dut ch woman 
named Marig ke. She m a d e  c l e a r  t o  me t ha t  s he , and many of  he r 
C h r i s t i an f riends and acquaintan ce s  act ive in the CPC - e s pecially 
f rom East and West  Ge rmany ,  and Holland - have felt i t  ne ce ssary to 
make a fai th-based cho i ce - betwe en the E a s t e rn and We s t e rn b l o cs : 
t o  s u p p o r t  s o c i a l i s m  a n d  t h e  E a s t ;  t o  condemn " i m pe r i a l i s t "  
pract i ces o f  the We s t , and e specially o f  the U S  g o v e rnme n t , whi ch 
is seen as the mains tay of the We s t e rn alli ance s ys tem. This is  a 
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tactical cho i ce, made in the belief t ha t  the s i tuation of  t he wor ld 
is so urgent - even despe rate ; and that in this cont e xt t he re is no 
t i me or o pp o r t un i t y  t o  s e e k  a " t h i r d  way"  i nd e p e n de n t  o f  bo t h  
blo cs. 
The practical consequence of t his choi ce is that a mi cros cope, 
as i t  we re, i s  t ak e n  to  the ( many) flaws and evils of the Wes t e rn 
bloc system;  whereas a tendency to gloss over and e xplain away such 
flaws and evils in the E a s t e rn s ys tem is app a r e n t. I n  t he cou r s e  
o f  the A s s e mbly, this consequence was mos t s t arkly apparent i n  the 
respe ctive t ones of the l e t t e r s s e n t  t o  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n  and t o  
General Se cre tary Gorbachev. (To  be fair, it s hould be noted that 
as a courtesy, an Ame ri can delegate was asked to  draf t the former, 
a n d a S o v i e t  d e l e g a t e  t he l a t t e r. D i f f e re n c e s  i n  " n a t i o n a l  
rhe torical s t yle" a l s o  account for part of the difference in tone . ) 
The forme r was ce r t ainly poli te, but i t  was much more po inted than 
the latter. I t  men tioned the Assembl y ' s dis t ress  a t  US s upport of 
"te rrorism" in Ni caragua. By con t r a s t , the l e t t e r  to t he S ov i e t 
head  of  s t a t e, i n  i t s  f i r s t  d r af t, a ctually pinned the ho pes of  
the world Christ ian communi t y  for a peaceful future on t he s u c c e s s  
o f  the ini t iatives o f  the Sovie t gove rnmen t !  
F o r  me, t h i s  o u t come o f  t h e " t a c t i c a l  cho i c e "  n o t e d  above 
cannot  be v a l i d. I am s e n s i t ive t o  the  u r g e n c y  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  
s i t u a t i on, a n d  I t e nd t o  f e e l  t ha t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  momen t  there 
a ctually is  more openness and f le xibi l i t y  be ing s hown by t h e  U S S R  
t h a n  b y  t h e U S  o n  q u e s t i o n s  o f  m i l i t a r y  bui ldup and e a s i ng 
E a s t / We s t  t e n s i o n. I f i n d  m ys e l f  i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  c e r t a i n  
p r o p o s a l s  o f  t he S ov i e t  gove rnme n t  whi ch our own gove rnmen t  has 
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cav a l i e r l y  d i s m i s s e d o u t  o f  hand. B u t  m y  ag re e m e n t  d o e s  n o t  
p r o ce e d  f r o m  t h e  f a c t t h a t  t he S ov i e t  g o v e rnment has made these 
p r o p o s al s ;  r a t he r, it i s s ue s  f rom i n d e p e n d e n t  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  
nece s s ary next s t eps whi ch then prove t o  agree with off i cial  S ovie t 
p o s i t i o n s .  I d o  n o t, and canno t i n  g o od cons c i e n ce ,  s u p p o r t  
wi thout re s e rvation a g o v e r nme n t  o f  a n y  s o r t. T h i s  f o r  me i s  a 
c l e a r  and unambiguous consequence of Chri s t ian fai t h. The kingdom 
of God wi l l  not come through any s e cular human agency, nor probably 
wil l  any close approxima t ion of  i t. 
I t  i s, I b e l i e ve,  t he w o rk o f  t h e c h u r c h t o  b u i l d  t h a t  
ki ngd o m, p e rha p s  o n  o c c a s i o n  i n  t a c t i c a l  coope ration with given 
i n i t i a t i ve s of p a r t i cu l a r  s t a t e s ,  b u t  n ev e r b y  g i v i ng b l anke t 
a p p r o v a l  t o  o n e b l o c  o r  s ys t e m, a nd b l anke t condemn a t i o n  t o  
another. The Chri s t ian church i s  one o f  the few organiz a t ions that  
has a visible presence through i t s  own ins t i tutions that · t rans cends 
a l l  pol i t i cal and geog r a p h i c  " d i v i d i ng wa l l s . " A n i m a t e d  b y  t he 
in v i s i b l e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t he i n dwe l l i n g  Ho l y  S p i r i t, i t  can b i nd 
t oge t he r  the world ' s  warring factions, pos ses sed as they all  are by 
the principalities  and p owe r s  a g a i n s t whi ch t he a p o s t l e  s a ys we 
s t ruggle. To give up that independence, or t o  fail to perpe t ually 
s eek to  e xt e nd i t  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  wh e r e i n  it  i s  m i n imi z e d  by t he 
s t a t e , i s  t o  inevitably be come allies of some mani f e s t a t ion of  the 
" principa l i t ie s  and powe rs " ag a i n s t  wh i ch we s t ruggle  i n  o n e  of  
t he i r  o t h e r  i n c a r n a t i ons. God knows that  the church itself has a 
s t rong principa l i t y/ powe r presence wi thin i t self  as i t  i s !  
What the above-s t a t ed convic t i o n  me ans i n  p r a c t i ce r e q u i r e s  
much more thought than can be given in a brie f repo r t. B u t  I would 
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l ike t o  s e e  t ho s e  o f  u s  i n  t he broader CPC ne two rk who s ha re t he 
convi ction that the re mus t be for the church a " t hi r d  w a y "  p o nd e r  
t h i s  and s ha r e  o u r  r e f le ct ions wi t h  one ano t he r .  The t ime may be 
short in reali t y. We do not know. But sho rtness of t ime , even if 
i t  we re known f o r  c e r tain to be the case , canno t ,  in my j udgment ,  
release us from our obligat ion to be faithful .  Thomas M e r t o n ,  i f  
memo r y  s e rv e s co r r e c t l y ,  n o t e d  some  t ime ago that we are not so 
much called to  be e f f e c t ive , as to be  f a i t hf u l .  O u t come s r e ma i n  
beyond our compe tence t o  pre-de termine. 
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